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SUB J : UNEMPLOYMENT IN SWITZERLAND 
REF: BERN 4806 

1 . REFTEL REPORTED, AS PART OF THIS EMBASSY'S WEEKLY 
FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC REPORT, THAT THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
IN SWITZERLAND WAS ONLY .4 PERCENT (FOUR TENTHS OF ONE PERCENT) 
OF THE LABOR FORCE AT THE END OF SEPTEMBER, 1976. 

THIS VERY LOW UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURE, ISSUED BY THE 
SWISS FEDERAL STATISTICAL OFFICE IN BERN, IS NO DOUBT 
STATISTICALLY CORRECT. IT DOES NOT, HOWEVER, TAKE INTO 
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THE NUMBER OF FOREIGN WORKERS EMPLOYED IN SWITZERLAND. 

IF THE 83,1 10 WORKERS - WHO LEFT SWITZERLAND BECAUSE 
THEY LOST THEIR JOBS - WERE INCLUDED, THE EMPLOYMENT 
RATE FIGURE FOR SWITZERLAND WOULD BE SLIGHTLY OVER 3 
(THREE) PERCENT. PUT ANOTHER WAY, THE SWISS HAVE 
'EXPORTED' 1 2.6 PERCENT (TWO POINT SIX PERCENT) OF THEIR REAL 
UNEMPLOYMENT. 
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